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I would like to thank everyone who came to our May show and awards 
banquet.  In spite of the weather we had a nice weekend.  It was great to see 
all our fellow cutters again and catch up with each other.  The heat of summer 
will be here soon so enjoy these nice cool days while we have them.   
 
We have added an additional  

Challenger Series show on May 21st  
at Open Gate- starting at 10am.   

 

That will be followed by our June show on the 10 and 11th, which will 
be held at Shartlesville  (not Rainbow Run).   

Looking forward to seeing everyone again in the pen. 
Best Regard, 
Andy Sutliff 

PCHA President 
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May 21st   Open Gate Challenger Series  
  NCHA/PCHA affiliate approved 

June 10-11th  PCHA      
  Mountain Springs, Shartlesville, PA 

June 17-18   Doswell Va 
July 9th   Open Gate Challenger Series  

  NCHA/PCHA affiliate approved 

Sept 9-10th  PCHA      
  Mountain Springs, Shartlesville, PA 

Sept 23-24th  W Va 
Oct 21-22nd  Doswell Va 
Sunday Nov 5th Open Gate Challenger Series  

   NCHA/PCHA affiliate approved 
 

Quarter Horse Congress in Ohio   October 3-29  
Cutting shows and Futurity Finals Oct 3-9 
Mercuria NCHA World Series of Cutting 

and Bridleless Cutting will be held Sunday, Oct 8 
Foundation Gala on Oct 27 

JC Cutting Horses 

 
Quality education for horse and rider, 
using classic training techniques 
combined with alternative therapy. 
Offering training in cutting, western 
and English styles. Buckle shows held 
on site.Some Medical Care is also 
available: Critical and long term care 
for injured animals and Rehabilitation 
using oxygen therapy, cold laser 
therapy and Bio Pulse therapy. 

 

Join us for a visit to the farm and 
watch equine athletes in action.     

Boyertown, PA     484.467.3789 
 
 

Sutliff Performance Horses 

 
A professional training venue with 
an atmosphere of camaraderie.  
 

Offering training, showing, 
lessons, sales, and farrier services.  
  

From colt starting to finished show 
horses, we can provide an 
important foundation for all your 
performance horse needs from 
cutters to dressage horses.    
 

New Ringgold, PA    484.955.1881 

http://www.diamondwoolpads.com/
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Part Three of our first series this year deals with the 
horses themselves: what characteristics, traits, 
tendencies and training a horse needs in order to thrive 
in a cutting environment.  Here is the third part of the  
article by Charlene Strickland for TheHorse.com dated 
October 1, 2001. We will be sharing portions of this 
article for the next couple of months. 

Cow Sense 

Cutting horses are bred to work cattle. These horses play mind games with the cows they meet, dominating them 
through implied threats. 

The ideal cutting horse shows an instinctive reaction to a cow's movement. He naturally displays a desire to drive 
forward and turn the cow, and the athletic ability to maintain mastery. He has the will to challenge a cow, along with 
an affinity for matching wits with it. 

Although many breeds are trained for the sport, Quarter Horses dominate open competition. Paints, Appaloosas, 
Quarter Horses, and Arabians can compete in breed shows or in all-breed events. 

Training develops the horse's innate urge to hold a cow in place, starting with a 2-year-old. The young horse has about 
18 months of physical and mental preparation before he first competes. 

Cow sense means that the horse instinctively reacts to a cow and anticipates what it will do next. Trying to figure out 
its next move, he stays with the cow and matches his strides to the cow's. If the cow runs, he runs. If the cow "sulls," or 
refuses to move, the horse waits for the cow to move so he can pounce. He reads the cow's body language, fakes when 
it fakes, and moves when it moves. Wherever the cow tries to go, he counters the action and gets there first. 

The horse quits only when he has the cow under control, or the rider signals to stop by picking up the reins. If the cow 
manages to return to the herd without the horse being stopped by the rider, the cow wins. 

Horses bred to cut enjoy the sport. Black notes that horses can be "cow fresh," or overly enthusiastic about taking on a 
cow. 

"If a horse isn't warmed up completely before he's shown, he gets so 
excited in front of a cow, that he's just leaping and jumping 
everywhere." He compares the cutting horse to a good hunting dog, 
who also follows his instincts to pursue his quarry. 

Although the competition emphasis is on futurity horses, the older 
horse is in great demand by younger riders, and amateur cutters. 
"Cutting is not a punishing sport," Black says. "Horses well into their 
teens can still be competing." 



PCHA Newsletter May 2017   page 8 

By Horse Journal | 5/11/2017 Ulcers Demand Your Attention 
You’ve read the ads, seen the endoscope studies results and heard the talk: Gastric ulcers 
are incredibly common in domesticated horses. The incidence is higher in heavily stressed 
horses, like racehorses and endurance horses, but ulcers are being found in quiet horses 
that seem to have a plain, ordinary, easy life, too.  

If your horse doesn’t quite seem like himself at times, not colicky, but definitely somehow 
uncomfortable, he may be battling an ulcer. Or maybe he doesn’t eat with the enthusiasm 
he used to have, or just lacks the “spirit” he used to have. You’ve ruled out other 
possibilities and are left to face the fact that you may well be seeing the symptoms of a 
chronic gastro-intestinal (GI)-related problem, such as an ulcer. The only way to 
definitively diagnose gastric ulcers is to examine the stomach directly with an endoscope at a veterinary clinic or do a sucrose-
absorption test (see sidebar). However, most horses are “diagnosed” by symptoms only. 

Since the signs and symptoms are nonspecific — and overlap quite a bit with other causes of low-grade intestinal-
tract discomfort and with pain from any cause — ulcers may be blamed when another problem is actually the cause. It’s 
important to involve your veterinarian in the diagnosis and treatment. 

Exercise As A Risk Factor: Studies performed at the University of Florida have shown that horses moving at a rate faster than a 
walk experience increased abdominal pressure that essentially back flushes highly acidic stomach contents from the lower, 
acid-producing (glandular) portion of the stomach back to the nonglandular portion. The Florida researchers found that when 
a horse is standing or walking, the pH of the stomach just inside the junction with the esophagus is in the range of 5 to 6, but 
as soon as the pace is picked up the acid back flow can drop it to as low as 1. 

Given the prolonged, strenuous exercise it was surprising that more horses did not show ulcers, but common practices on 
rides may be why. Many endurance riders feed alfalfa, which has an excellent buffering effect in the stomach. Beet pulp is 
another favorite and remains in the stomach longer than other types of feed. Allowing the horse to stop for water at every 
opportunity will also at least temporarily dilute the acidity. 

Our Trial: Our field-trial horses included both horses with a documented history of gastric ulcerations and horses with 
symptoms suggestive of ulcers. … We found the antacid products were the most consistently effective in providing 
symptomatic relief for the greatest number of horses. Best results are obtained when using liquids given by oral syringe for the 
first one to two weeks, minimum of two times/day, before each feed, preferably three to four times/day, as well as 
immediately before work. The appetites of the horses improve within one to four days and most rapidly with intensive 
treatment. As with any illness/disorder, always consult with your veterinarian first before instituting any treatment program. 

Bottom Line: Our favorite liquid antacid was U-Gard Solution. Other liquids performed similarly at equiv alent or higher 
dosages, but U-Gard then beat them on price. Similar rapid results were obtained with Stomach Soother (use cautiously 
if horse is showing severe symptoms and largely off feed), G.U.T. paste and Rapid Response. 
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25,000 Novice Horse    
 Champion Cats Pepto, sponsor Marty & Barb Miller 
 Reserve Champion VR Wilson Blue, sponsor Dr Amy Worrell, DVM 

Youth Champion Sparklins CougarKid 
 Reserve Champion Style N Blue 

35,000 Non-Pro   
 Champion Tarzan Boon, sponsor Mountain Springs Arena 
 Reserve Champion Telesthetime, sponsor Mountain Springs Arena 

2,000 Limited Rider    
 Champion HH Lectric Hickory, sponsor Gerald Crawford 

5,000 Novice Horse Non-Pro    
 Champion Catty Bo Badger, sponsor Shelly Casciato 
 Reserve Champion Miss Chiquita Kitty, sponsor Nan’s Country Kitchen 

25,000 Novice Horse Non-Pro    
 Champion Tarzan Boon, sponsor Jack & Susan Werner 

Open Champion KG Ricoplay, sponsor Dave & Robin Phillips 
 Reserve Champion Dasher Cat, sponsor Irish Creek 

Non-Pro Champion Great Chief, sponsor Jim & Karla Maynes 
 Reserve Champion Style N Blue, sponsor Herr’s Feed Mill 

15,000 Amateur    
 Champion Telesthetime, sponsor Sally Rosen 

50,000 Amateur    
 Champion Little Blue Zee, sponsor Bill & Luanne Riddle 
 Reserve Champion Shes A Peptostar 
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http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.dibella.com/trailers
http://www.frankdibella.com/trailers
http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
2245 Mill Pond Road 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951 
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PCHA 
Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
 

Visit us on the web at 

www.pchacutting.com  
 

President   Andy Sutliff  
Vice-President   Jack Werner  
Secretary   Joanne Thayer  
Treasurer   Karla Maynes  
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