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Please email your newsletter submission to Joanne Thayer or Pankey Nelson 

Original pictures and graphics only. Letters to the Editor must be signed, non-slanderous, 

and in good taste. PCHA reserves the right to edit submissions. 

pankeysplace@gmail.com   or  joanne.thayer@gmail.com 

 
 
Welcome to show season! It’s starting in just a few 
short weeks. See page 7 for a full shows & events 
calendar, including events from PA to Virginia, Texas 
and Canada. 
 
Sandy Collier’s Reining Essentials series is filled with 
outstanding advice to help you and your horse. #2, 
Walking the Perfect Circle, is included on p4. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you throughout the 
show season!  

Stay warm & dry! 
Joanne Thayer 

President 
Andy Sutliff 
484-955-1881 

sut459@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
Jack Werner 
267-246-6511 

jcw@dejazzd.com 
 

Secretary 
Joanne Cote Thayer 

215-527-1826 
Joanne.Thayer@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 
Bill Stein 
570-428-2765 

hws711@gmail.com 
 

Director At Large 
Dave Phillips 
610-926-4810 

 

Board Members: 
 

Sandra Brown 
610-745-6006 

 

Joe Costa 
215-679-2470 

 

John Costa 
610-823-0038 

 

Amara Hittinger 
610-984-3609 

 

Michelle Sterner 
McNutt 

570-617-5786 
Karlene Minnich 

610-703-1693 
 

Jon Munly 
215-219-6800 

 

Carl Shoemaker 
570-217-4759 
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Picking up were we left off in 2018, the PCHA quilt raffle is on!   

I know it's been a long time but for those that have tickets 
please sell 'em as this is a big fund raiser for the club.   

If you lost/misplaced your originals or would like more tickets to 
sell please contact Bill Stein 570-428-2765 and I'll send them 
out!! 

Beautiful quilt hand sewn by our own Robin Phillips 
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Vintage Native American Jewelry, sterling silver and 
14k gold, with turquoise, lapis and quality gemstones. 

Graciously donated by Sandra Brown. 

Email info@pchacutting.com  

or call Sue Roberts Werner to bid. 

http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
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By Sandy Collier 

In a previous article, I covered Reining Essential 1 (giving his face). When your horse is responding well to that, begin 
work on Essential #2, walking a perfect circle. This one sounds easy, but it isn’t! Once you achieve it, you’ll understand 
the basics of maintaining control over your horse’s entire body. 

Perfect circles will serve as the foundation for the circles and spins you’ll see in all patterns.  

The Goal  

A perfect circle is a symmetric circle, meaning precisely round as opposed to oval, oblong, or egg-shaped. As your horse 
travels this circle, he should stay soft in your hand and flexed slightly to the inside through his neck and body, with no 
deviations in speed. His hind feet should follow in the tracks of his front. He should be equally soft and responsive in 
either direction.  

TIP: Work on freshly groomed ground so you can easily see your horse’s tracks.  

Walk your horse forward, using both your legs in neutral position to move him in an energetic rhythm. Keeping both 
your legs active, and with your hands 12 to 24 inches apart, apply light, direct-rein pressure on what will become the 
inside rein to tip his nose to the inside of the circle (so that you can just see the corner of his inside eye) and begin the 
circle. 

Use leg pressure and the outside rein as needed, to 
keep the circle round. Horses tend to be 
asymmetrical; going to their “hollow” or right side 
(clockwise), they tend to bend too much.  Going to 
their “stiff” or left side (counterclockwise), they tend 
to resist bending. You’ll need to compensate for this 
and help them become 
ambidextrous.                   continued next page 
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JC Cutting Horses 
Quality education for horse and rider, using 
classic training techniques combined with 
alternative therapy. Offering training in 
cutting, western and English styles. Buckle  
shows held on site. 

Some Medical Care is also available: Critical and long term 
care for injured animals and Rehabilitation using oxygen 
therapy, cold laser therapy and Bio Pulse therapy. 

 

Join us for a visit and watch equine athletes in action.     

Boyertown, PA     484.467.3789 

Sutliff 
Performance 

Horses 
A professional training venue with 

an atmosphere of camaraderie.  Offering training, showing, 
lessons, sales, and farrier services.  
From colt starting to finished show horses, we can provide 
an important foundation for all your performance horse 

needs from cutters to dressage horses.       
New Ringgold, PA    484.955.1881 

continued from previous page 

Dealing With the Hollow Side  

Circling to the right, your horse may tend to tip his nose in 
easier and bend too much, cocking his rear end into the circle 
while the circle gradually enlarges (see Diagram 4).  

To correct this, apply your inside (right) leg behind neutral 
position to push his rear end back out onto the track of the 
circle. At the same time, keep enough tension on the outside 
(left) rein to keep his shoulder from drifting out to the left, 
straightening out his neck a bit so you can just see the corner of 
his right eye. Apply your left leg at the cinch; that will also help 
to keep that shoulder from drifting. (see photo 1)   

 

Dealing With the Stiff Side  

Circling to the left, your horse may tend to resist bending, keeping his body relatively straighter and 
resisting bringing his nose to the inside (see Diagram 3). Instead, he’ll lead with his inside (left) shoulder, letting his hind 
end drift out while the forehand somewhat collapses the circle.  

To correct this, pick up his inside shoulder with a move I call “key 
in the ignition.” (See photo 2) Bring your inside (left) rein hand 
close to his neck, then twist your wrist as if you’re turning a key in 
an ignition, so that your palm comes to face upward, making your 
pinkie finger closest to the neck (do not bring your hand over the 
neck or withers, a common error). This tightens the rein slightly 
while giving a “lifting” motion that helps lift the shoulder on that 
side.  
At the same time, apply pressure with your inside (left) leg in 
neutral position (that is, directly behind the cinch) to encourage 
more bend, while pulling your outside (right) rein slightly outward 
to the right, moving his shoulders out to the right to help stop the 
forehand from collapsing in on the circle. If necessary, use your 
right leg a few inches behind neutral position to keep his 
hindquarters from moving out.  As you strive to keep him aligned 
to the arc of the circle in either direction, remember also to keep 
him giving his face (that is, staying soft to your hand) and using 
both your legs to keep him moving forward at a steady pace.  

Diagram 4 

Photo 1 

Diagram 3 

Diagram 3 
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Shartlesville, PA 

May 4/5 
June 8/9 
Sept 7/8 

 

PCHA Challenger Series   

JC Cutting 

May 11 
June 22 
July 20 
Sept 14 

Barbra Schulte / Sandy Collier 
Events 
 

HIGH PERFORMANCE CLINICS: 
 

Parkfield, CA - April 1-3 - V6 Ranch 
Powell Butte, OR - October 1-3 - Brasada Ranch 
 
RETREAT: 

Moab, Ut - November 7-10 - Red Cliffs Lodge Retreat 
 
EVENTS WHERE ONE OF US WILL BE: 

Columbus, OH  April 11-14 Equine Affair   Sandy will 
be a clinician there. 
Granby, Colorado, May 2-5 Lazy U Resort, Women's 
Riding and Wholeness Retreat Barb will be doing the 
retreat with Julie Goodnight. 

April 1-3 Barbra/Sandy High Performance Clinic, V6 Ranch 

April 6-7 Judy Duncan - NOT NCHA approved - US approved cutting 

April 11-14 Sandy: Equine Affair, Columbus, Ohio 

April 27-18 Roy Bowers, Elkins West Virginia 

May 2-5 Barbra: Women’s Riding and Wholeness Retreat, Lazy U Resort 

May 4-5 PCHA Show, Shartlesville, PA 

May 11 PCHA Challenger Series, JC Cutting 

May 18-19 Jim Johnson, Lewisburg, Virginia 

June 8-9 PCHA Show, Shartlesville, PA 

June 15-16 Judy Duncan 

June 22 PCHA Challenger Series, JC Cutting 

July 6-7 Roy Bower, Elkins West Virginia 

July 20 PCHA Challenger Series, JC Cutting 

August 23-15 TENTATIVE Waterford, Ontario Canada 

Sept 7-8 PCHA Show, Shartlesville, PA 

Sept 14 PCHA Challenger Series, JC Cutting 

Sept 28-29 Roy Bower, Elkins West Virginia 

Oct1-3 Barbra/Sandy High Performance Clinic, Brasada Ranch 

Oct 1-7 Congress 

Oct-Nov TBD Jim Johnson, Lewisburg, Virginia 

Nov 7-10 Barb/Sandy Retreat, Red Cliffs Lodge 
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
2245 Mill Pond Road 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

PCHA 
Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
 

Visit us on the web at  

www.pchacutting.com  
 

President   Andy Sutliff  
Vice-President  Jack Werner  
Secretary   Joanne Thayer  
Treasurer   Bill Stein  
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