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Please remember that show recommendations from the NCHA and Stay

-at-Home orders from Pennsylvania & New Jersey can change at any 

time. We will keep you posted on our website and Facebook page as 

this situation develops. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone again July 25-26th at Dreampark 

Equestrian Center in New Jersey.  Please remember to call Jack Werner 

267- 246- 6511 by Monday July 20th for stall reservations!  Please note 

there will be no Friday night work session at this show.  Lets make this 

another great show and stay safe out there. 

Joanne Thayer, Secretary 

We would like to send a huge THANK YOU to all of our 

members who have donated to and/or sponsored us: 

 

Bob Bazin 

Lyndra Bills 

Gerald Crawford 

Patricia Cunningham 

Diamond Wool Pad 

Bruce Hasbrouch 

Hard Rock Cafe - Joe Jingoli 

Irish Creek Stables 

Marty and Barb Miller 

Eric Polansky 

President 
Andy Sutliff 
484-955-1881 

sut459@aol.com 

Vice President 
Jack Werner 

267-246-6511 
jcw@dejazzd.com 

Secretary 
Joanne Cote Thayer 

215-527-1826 
Joanne.Thayer@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Bill Stein 

570-428-2765 
hws711@gmail.com 

 

Director At Large 
Dave Phillips 

610-926-4810 

Board Members 
Voted in for New 2 year Term 

Joe Costa 
215-679-2470 

Karlene Schlegel 
610-703-1693 

Shelly Casciato 
 610-827-9342     

Lyndra Bills 
215-206-4850 

1 Year Remaining in Term 

Sandra Brown 
610-745-6006 

Amara Hittinger 
610-984-3609 

Michelle Sterner McNutt 
570-617-5786 

John Costa 
484-467-3789 

Bill and Luanne Riddle 

Don Rough 

Karlene Schletel 

Carl and Nancy Shoemaker 

Bill Stein 

Kent and Nancy Stough 

Sutliff Performance Horses 

Jack Werner and Sue Roberts 

Dr. Amy Worrell DVM                                                                 
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Rt. 130 South along the Delaware River and 
Raccoon Creek in Logan Township, New Jersey.   

Barb Schulte & Sandy Collier 
Showing Clinic 

July 17-19 @ Santa Ynez, Ca 

High Performance Clinic 
Sept 29 - Oct 1 @ Brasada Ranch, Powell Butte, Or 

Deposit refunds possible through July 29 

Showing Excellence Clinic  
Cutting, Reined Cow Horse and Ranch Riding Competitors 

Oct 30 - Nov 1 @ Green Acres Ranch, Temecula, Ca  
Deposit refunds possible through Aug 30 

Women’s Combo Retreat/Skill Building/Trail Riding   

Thurs - Sun Nov 12 - 15 @ Red Cliffs Lodge, Moab, Ut 
Deposit refunds possible through Sept 12 

Best Horse Practices Summit 

October 17-18 
Lexington, Kentucky 

2019 / 2020 Clinics & Retreats  

Date Location Regional PCHA 

July 18-19 
Garwood Arena 
Columbiana OH 

  

July 25-26 Dream Park, PA Yes Yes 

August 8-9 Bloomsburg, PA Yes Yes 

August 10-11 Louisville, KY   

Sept 12-13 Bloomsburg, PA Yes Yes 

Sept 19-20 OPEN   

Sept 29-Oct 3 
CONGRESS 

Columbus OH 
  

October 10-11 
JMJ Farm 

Lewsiburg WV 
Yes  

Oct 24-25 Dream Park, PA Yes Yes 

Nov 4-5 
North American 

Louisville KY 
  

Nov 6-8 Shelbyville, KY   
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Do you still believe these false notions? Clinician and world champion rider/trainer Sandy 
Collier debunks four common horsemanship myths.  

MYTH “Oh, that’s just his bad side.” 

Have you ever said this, referring to your horse’s tendency to be a little stiffer going one 
direction than the other? If so, you’re believing a myth. 

Clinician and world champion trainer Sandy Collier says it’s actually not true that every 
horse has a “good” and a “bad” side. In her popular training book, Reining Essentials, she 
debunks this and many other myths. 

“It’s not a question of good and bad,” she writes. “It’s a question of hollow and stiff.” 

That’s because most horses are asymmetrical physically in a way that makes it easier to 
bend going to their right (their hollow side) and harder to bend going to their left (their 
stiff side). 

She notes that riders tend to think they need to work the so-called bad side—the stiff side—more. But in reality, you 
need to work the hollow side equally as much, or it can become overbent and “noodly.” 

“Work each of your horse’s sides equally,” she recommends, “giving intelligent consideration to the tendencies of that 
side and how to compensate for them.” 

Let’s look at some more myth-busting from the horsewoman who’s still the only female to win the open division of the 
World Championship Snaffle Bit Futurity…. 

MYTH: Pulling on your horse’s mouth will make him hard-mouthed. 

REALITY: Not necessarily, says Sandy. It depends on how you pull. “A horse must learn to ‘take a pull’ in order to be 
trained,” she says. “The key thing is when and how you pull—plus, even more important, when you release.” 

Specifically, if you pull at the correct moment—without jerking—and release the instant your horse responds, you’re 
training, not toughening his mouth. 

And, as Sandy stresses, always remember that it’s not the pulling itself that educates your horse…it’s the properly 
timed release. 

Try this bit! Reinsman Molly Powell Short Shank Solid Run Chain.  

MYTH: It’s better to use ‘body English’ (leaning) to guide your horse than to use your reins. 

REALITY: This just causes your horse to try to compensate under you, which can unbalance him. 

“I run into this a lot in my clinics,” says Sandy. “For some reason, people think the less they use their reins, the better, 
so they try to throw their weight around to steer their horse.”  

She notes that although how you sit in the saddle is important, “you’re not doing your horse any favors by purposely 
leaning on top of him. 

“Remember, your reins are there for a purpose,” she adds. “It’s OK to use them!” 

Try these reins! Cashel Adjustable 8' Rein. 

MYTH: You need to worry about where your horse’s feet are when you say ‘whoa.’ 

REALITY: This can actually mess up your stops.  

“I tell my students not to worry about this,” says Sandy. “Because if you do, you’ll be so focused on that that you won’t 
be riding your horse all the way to the stop, and the latter is far more important.” 

She goes on to explain that the ability to feel in the seat of your pants where your horse’s feet are at any given mo-
ment is something you develop after a lot of time in the saddle. 

“In the meantime,” she adds, “just take a deep breath, let it out steadily, and say ‘whoa’ at the bottom of that breath—
and you’ll almost always be asking for the stop when your horse’s body is in the best position to slide.” 
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Swimming with your horse is great fun. I’ve done it several times with different horses over the years and 
have always had a blast. That feeling of half riding, half floating above your horse is exhilarating. Plus, in the 
warmest temperatures, you’ll find your horse just might enjoy it as much as you do. 
I asked trainer Christy Wood, who has plenty of opportunity to take horses swimming in the lovely Three Riv-
ers area of California where she lives, to share some of her expertise. If you’re thinking of enjoying this re-
freshing activity sometime during the summer, here’s how to maximize both fun and safety. 
1. Plan Your Swimming Hole 

It may be a river or lake near your home, or perhaps a horse-friendly ocean beach you can haul to. You’ll 
need water that’s deep enough to prompt swimming (that is, over your horse’s withers), but not too 
rough, swift, or cold. The time of year can play a part. 
“I live on the North Fork of the Kaweah River, and I usually don’t try entering the water until late June,” 
says Christy. “Before then, the runoff from snow melt creates strong currents and too-cold tempera-
tures.” 
A sandy bottom is ideal. “Or you can remove problematic rocks by hand,” suggests Christy. “Take friends, 
and make a rock-moving party out of it.” 

2. Prep Your Horse 
“Don’t make your first time in the water your ‘swim meet,’” advises Christy. Allow your horse the oppor-
tunity to feel comfortable in water up to his belly before you ask him to swim in deeper water. 

3. Plan Your Gear 
Bareback is ideal, or you can use an inexpensive bareback pad to alleviate some of the slipperiness. 
“I always ride in a snaffle bit,” says Christy, “and I add a neck rope in case I lose my balance at any point. A 
nylon bridle is best, but a well-oiled leather one can work as well.” 
A halter with reins attached is another option if your horse is controllable that way. Whatever you use, 
your horse’s head needs to be free to move to enable swimming, which means no tie-downs or martin-
gales (which have actually been known to cause drownings). 
As for you, the only essential gear is a safety helmet—because although water would cushion a fall, 
there’s the risk of getting hit by a churning hoof. 

4. Don’t (Ever!) Swim Alone 
Take at least one friend with you. Also, everyone in your swim party must know how to swim and be com-
petent enough riders to control their horses while still having fun. 

5. Pay Attention 
Go slowly at first, and give your horse time to adjust to the feeling of buoyancy. He may plunge a bit at 
first, so grab mane or neck rope and be prepared. Keep a safe distance from others in your party and stay 
alert. 
“If you get to giggling and not watching out for the other swimmers, you could have a few collisions,” cau-
tions Christy. “That’s another reason why a snaffle or hackamore, with their milder direct-rein effect, are 
preferable to a shank bit.” 

6. Don’t Overdo It 
“Swimming can be exhausting for both horses and riders,” says Christy. “So use common sense—you want 
your horse to have a good experience with it, especially the first time.” 
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Harrisburg, PA -- Today, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn invited 
public input in an online surveyOpens In A New Window helping DCNR chart the future course for forestlands in 
Pennsylvania. 
“As the department moves forward in developing a new strategic plan, those who appreciate, work in, or recreate in 
Pennsylvania’s  forests have a remarkable opportunity to shape the future management and sustainability of Penn-
sylvania’s forest resources,” Dunn said. ”I encourage all to become a part of this state’s rich forest planning heritage 
by completing the survey.” 
Beginning July 1 and continuing through August 31, the survey takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. 
Stakeholders, outdoors enthusiasts, and others who visit and enjoy approximately 17 million acres of forestlands in 
Pennsylvania will be asked to weigh in on perceived individual forest use, and personal values placed on forests. 
DCNR is in the process of writing a new strategic plan, designed to set its mission and overarching goals. 
It guides how the department provides leadership in forest management and conservation on both public and pri-
vate lands in urban and rural areas. 
Reflected in the public survey are questions designed to shape how the department: 
Considers opinions and attitudes of citizens about forests and the agency’s work 
 
Steers its mission, goals, objectives and the methods used to achieve them 
 
Weighs attitudes and opinions on: 
 
Forest restoration, watershed protection, plants, wildlife, and biodiversity 
Working forests and the resources that come from them such as oil, gas, and timber 
Recreational activities such as hiking, biking, and motorized 
Climate change 
Forest education, outreach, and understanding of forest management practice and wood products 
Value of trees and forest products 
Details on Pennsylvania’s state forestlands and 20 state forest districts can be found at the DCNR website. 
MEDIA CONTACT: Terry Brady, 717- 877- 6315 

http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html


PCHA Newsletter May 2020  page 9 

Open 

Champion DMAC Sterling Spoon Sponsor Dave & Robin Phillips 

Reserve Champion Sly Rey Girl   Sponsor Bleakley Financial  

Amara Hittinger 

Non-Pro 

Champion Dasher Cat Sponsor Jim & Karla Maynes 

Reserve Champion Tarzan Boon Sponsor Little Sorrel/Custom  

Jewelry Michelle McNutt 

15,000 Amateur 

Champion Morgan Miller Sponsor Shelly Casciato 

Reserve Champion Joanne Thayer Sponsor Gerald Crawford 

 

50,000 Amateur 

Champion Jack Werner Sponsor Fred & Sandra Brown 

Reserve Champion Sandra Brown Sponsor Carl Shoemaker 

 

5,000 Novice Horse Non-Pro 

Champion Hidden Assets Sponsor Eric Polansky 

Reserve Champion Neat Sweet Finish Sponsor Kent & Nancy  

Stough 

25,000 Novice Horse Non-Pro 

Champion Magic Lights Sponsor Barb & Marty Miller 

Reserve Champion Telesthetime Sponsor Kent & Nancy Stough 

 

5,000 Novice Horse 

Champion Chex N Sugar Pops Sponsor Bill & Luann Riddle 

Reserve Champion Dulce Kitty Sponsor Sutliff Performance  

Horses 

25,000 Novice Horse 

Champion Magic Lights Sponsor Bill Stein 

Reserve Champion Laceys Card Trick Sponsor Dr Amy Worrell  

VMD 

Youth 

Champion Theone Thayer Sponsor Lyndra Bills 

Reserve Champion Morgan Miller Sponsor Irish Creek Stables 

 

35,000 Non-Pro 

Champion Style N Blue Sponsor Sue & Jack Werner 

Reserve Champion Telesthetime Sponsor Sutliff Performance  

Horses 

2,000 Limited Rider 

Champion Lyndra Bills Sponsor Karlene Schlegel 

Reserve Champion Theone Thayer Sponsor Rich & Donna Miller 
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
2245 Mill Pond Road 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

PCHA Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
 

Visit us on the web at www.pchacutting.com  


