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I expect everyone is looking forward to 
springtime and show season, I know that I 
am.  It will be great to be back in the show 
pen and see our cutting friends again.  It 
will be wonderful to have some weather that 
is above freezing and not raining. 

Please stay informed regarding the new trucking regulations 
and get involved.  You can reach out to AQHA or American Horse 
Council who are working hard to get a year extension so the 
ramifications to livestock hauling can be re-evaluated.  They 
have been able to get a 90 day extension so far that ends 
on March 18th. 

To all our members heading to East Coast Nationals, wishing 
you safe travels and good cattle! 
 

Till next time, 

Happy riding, 

 Andy 

Please email your newsletter submission to Joanne Thayer or Pankey Nelson 

Original pictures and graphics only. Letters to the Editor must be signed, non-slanderous, 

and in good taste. PCHA reserves the right to edit submissions. 

pankeysplace@gmail.com   or  joanne.thayer@gmail.com 

President 
Andy Sutliff 
484-955-1881 

sut459@aol.com 

 
Vice President 

Jack Werner 
267-246-6511 

jcw@dejazzd.com 
 

Secretary 
Joanne Cote Thayer 

215-538-9397 
Joanne.Thayer@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Karla Maynes 
215-643-4285 

karla@buckscountysaddlery.com 

 
 

Board Members: 
 

Joe Costa 
267-347-0542 

 

John Costa 
610-823-0038 

 

Robin McNichol 
908-334-7565 

 

Karlene Minnich 
610-703-1693 

 

Jon Munly 
215-219-6800 

Carl Shoemaker 
570-966-2294 

 

Bill Stein 
570-428-2765 

 



PCHA Newsletter January 2018   page 3 

PCHA Shows  Shartlesville, PA 

Banquet May 4 & Show May 5 & 6 
June 9 & 10 
Sept 8 & 9 

 

NCHA Convention  June 2 & 3 
Other Shows  

April 21 & 22 Doswell, VA 
Apr 28 Challenger at Open Gate 

note: the April 28 WVa show was canceled 
May 26 Challenger at Open Gate 

June 16 & 17 Doswell, VA 
June 30 & July 1 NCHA weekend at 

Alfred College, NY 
July 7 & 8 Elkin, WVa 

July 21 Challenger at Open Gate 

Sept 22 Challenger at Open Gate 

Sept 22 & 23 Johnsons 
Oct 20 & 21 Doswell, VA 

Possibly: Nov 3 & 4 Johnsons                        
(same weekend as Shelbyville) 

 

CLINIC Oct 27, 28 & 29  
Barbra Schulte/Sandy Collier  

at Harmony Hollow Run Farm, near 
Lambertville, NJ.  Max 20 Riders 

http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
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We all know how important it is to ensure our horses get enough 
water throughout the winter. How difficult it can get to schlepp 
water buckets all around the barn & fields. How easy it is for a 
hose to freeze and rupture. Or a pipe. 

Most of us probably already have freeze-resistant taps in our 
barn, and maybe in a field or two.  

If you don't have this type of tap, I highly recommend them. 

If you do, be sure all your help is trained on them. It’s VERY 
frustrating to try using one, only to find that the last person 
didn’t close it all the way, and it’s frozen. 

Fires are the stuff of nightmares, especially when we think of 
them around our family and animals. Here are some tips for to 
avoid fires around the barn, and to be prepared if one starts. 

Preparation: 

 My address is posted very clearly in reflective numbers at 
the road. 

 My driveway/road can accommodate my fire department’s 
vehicles (no overhanging branches, gravel or other 
improved base, etc.). 

 I have a standpipe installed in the pond on my property (if 
applicable). 

 My fire department knows where it and all emergency 
shut-offs are. 

 My barn is no-smoking, and is posted as such. 

 Sprinkler System 

Avoidance: 

 Barn is clear of clutter, especially walkways 

 Electrical outlets are dusted/cleaned regularly 

 Electrical appliances are used within safety guidelines 

 Fuel is not stored in or near the barn 

http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
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Sources: horsejournals.com, equinechronicle.com, psu.edu/horse-stable-ventilation, 
equusmagazine.com 

Reducing the Risk of Respiratory Ailments 
An elevated concentration of irritants in the air can trigger respiratory issues.  
When the winds are high and temperatures drop, we want our horses to be comfortable 
and protected. Nestling into a cozy stable may seem like a good solution, but there are 
health risks lurking in a tightly closed up barn. 
We know that the stable should smell like fresh forage and clean horses rather than manure 
or ammonia. Yet, failure to provide adequate ventilation is the most common mistake made 
in construction and management of modern horse facilities. A horse in a dusty environment 
is more prone to infection than a horse in a cleaner environment. Airborne dust, noxious 
gases and infectious agents can hinder or halt a horse’s athletic career - and lifespan. To 
avoid wintertime ventilation mistakes, remember that it’s wind and precipitation you are 
shielding the horses from---not cold air. Horses don’t mind the cold as much as we do.  
Improving Air Quality and Reducing Dust 

 Bedding: Choose high quality, absorbent bedding with low dust levels. If you can smell 
ammonia – your horse’s airways are at risk. Ammonia can also increase mucus 
production. Keeping stalls cleaned and bedding fresh is the first step in ensuring fresh air in your barn. Always strive to remove 
horses from the barn when stalls are being cleaned and aisles swept.  

 Ventilation: In winter, the ventilation goal changes from heat removal to controlling moisture, odor, and ammonia that have 
built up in the more closed environment of the stable.  Open the doors and air out the barn every day. A combination of inlets 
(vents) and outlets (cupolas) help provide ventilation, especially once barn windows and doors are closed up to provide 
warmth in the winter. If you discover that your barn is overly warm or smelly this winter, turn out the horses and address the 
problem before bringing them back in.  

 Insulation: Minimizes temperature fluctuations caused by warm days and cold nights. Proper insulation not only keeps the 
barn warm in the winter, but when combined with good ventilation, a barn will avoid condensation problems which can make 
for cold, clammy and damp conditions.  

 Drainage: Floors that allow urine to be absorbed and travel down through the flooring material layers can suffer from odor 
retention. Non-porous floors depend on slope for drainage and/or adequate bedding to soak up urine. 

 Feed: Hay is the staple of the horse’s diet providing fiber, which is essential for healthy gut function but is also the single most 
common source of dust and mold for horses. Even good quality hay will contain some dust. Sprinkling hay with water can 
reduce the dust by half. Feeding from the ground and not throwing hay over the top of stall door will also reduce airborne 
dust. Avoid round bales which can become havens for dust and mold. Horses with clinical signs of respiratory issues should 
have their hay and bucket-fed meals thoroughly wet down.  

 Footing: Careful material selection and maintenance are required to reduce dust in arenas. When coarse materials break down 
over time, partial or full replacement should be considered. Check moisture content of footing weekly, and water as needed. 
Consider additives for persistent problems 

Controlling exposure to lung irritants greatly reduces your horse’s risk of developing chronic lung disorders.  If you do have to deal 
with signs of lung irritation there are many options, including nutritional support for normal lung function.  See p.5 for more info 

http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
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The Equine Respiratory System is designed with defenses against airborne 
environmental hazards. Tiny inhaled particles are cleaned up by cells called 
macrophages, which engulf material ranging from tiny particles of dust to bacteria. 
A heavy burden of dust or mold can decrease the ability of those cells to fight 
infectious agents such as bacteria. To maintain a healthy lung, minimize the 
pollutants it is exposed to. 
The air quality measures on page 4 will go a long way in reducing risk of lung disease 
and breathing difficulties in horses which already have lung disease. But precautions 
cannot completely eliminate exposure, and some horses will need more help. 

Medical treatment includes a variety of systemic or inhaled agents including 
corticosteroids, bronchodilators and mucolytics.  There are also supplements you 
can use to assist the horse’s body in normal respiratory function and maintaining 
healthy tissues. 

 Exposure to lung irritants and activation of the immune system results in considerable oxidative stress. Vitamin C is a powerful 
antioxidant to support healthy immune function, and is a potent detoxifier of environmental and internal toxins. Daily oral 
doses appropriate for the size of your horse can be very beneficial. Antioxidant activity can be boosted by pairing it with 
sources of plant antioxidants such as Grape Seed and citrus bioflavonoids. 

 Nagging coughs are a common sign of both infectious and noninfectious lung disease. The coughing itself is also irritating. 
Equine specific products with aromatic oils like camphor, eucalyptus, menthol and orange are available, and work like human 
cough remedies. Pastes are easiest to administer.  Look for a soothing base with ingredients such as Aloe Vera, apple cider 
vinegar, glycerin and honey. 

 Spirulina, 20 grams twice daily, helps the horse maintain lung homeostasis by stabilizing mast cells and supporting a balanced 
immune response.   

 Jioagulan supports healthy histamine levels, airways and immune response, as well as control of stress responses and 
maintenance of relaxed bronchial tone.  

 Omega-3 fatty acids from flax seed provide the raw materials for normal balancing of inflammatory reactions.  

 MSM also assists the body in balancing its responses to triggers of lung irritation. 

JC Cutting Horses 
Quality education for horse and rider, using 
classic training techniques combined with 
alternative therapy. Offering training in 
cutting, western and English styles. Buckle  
shows held on site. 

Some Medical Care is also available: Critical and long term 
care for injured animals and Rehabilitation using oxygen 
therapy, cold laser therapy and Bio Pulse therapy. 

 

Join us for a visit and watch equine athletes in action.     

Boyertown, PA     484.467.3789 

Sutliff 
Performance 

Horses 
A professional training venue with 

an atmosphere of camaraderie.  Offering training, showing, 
lessons, sales, and farrier services.  
From colt starting to finished show horses, we can provide 
an important foundation for all your performance horse 

needs from cutters to dressage horses.       
New Ringgold, PA    484.955.1881 
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Hauling regulations are changing. We will have a more comprehensive article in 
the March edition. This new rule limits the amount of time a commercial truck 
driver can drive; mandates a specific amount of off-duty/non-driving time; and 
requires the use of electronic logging devices to track the driving and non-
driving times. The final phase-in date was December 18, 2017.    

AQHA and other livestock organizations are concerned about the regulation, 
which requires 10 consecutive hours off duty during trips in excess of 14 hours 
or 150 miles, and how that will affect the welfare of animals being 
transported.  Because of the potential for harm to horses, cows, and other barn animals, a 90-day waiver is in effect for 
those transporting these animals, which  will expire March 18, 2018. The delay is to allow for discussion, and hopefully 
an intensive study will be conducted regarding the history of safety on the roads, ie: percentage of accidents involving 
these types of vehicles. AQHA and other organizations enforcement of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) electronic logging device (ELD) mandate for livestock haulers for one year, in order to accomplish the safety 
study. 

COMMERCIAL DRIVER DESIGNATION You can be a commercial driver without the need for a CDL (Commercial Drivers 
License). You are a commercial driver if: 

 your vehicle is used on the highways in interstate commerce to transport passengers of property, if the vehicle has 
a GVWR or GVW of 10,001 pounds or greater.  

 the vehicle is used by you or your business with the intent to make a profit (also called “furtherance of a 
commercial enterprise”), involved in interstate commerce such as going to a horseshow across state lines, then it 
would fall into the CMV classification.  

 During the waiver period, commercial drivers must use paper logs for all qualifying road trips, if they do not have 
an ELD. 

You will need a CDL if: 

 Combination of vehicles with a gross combined weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 or more pounds, providing that 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of the vehicle being towed is more than 10,000 pounds. So, for example, if your 
truck weights 11,000 pounds, and your horse trailer has a GVWR of more than 15,000 pounds, you would be 
required to obtain a CDL. 

 Any single vehicle with a GVWR2 of 26,001 or more pounds  

https://www.aqha.com/media/22811/cdl-brochure-online-only.pdf 

"Indy"  Quarter Horse Cross 
 

14.1 Hands; medium build, Approx 10 years old 
Easy keeper, no vices. Can be stalled or turned out. 

Indy is a super fun pony with great brakes AND pep in her step. She 
has miles upon miles of trail experience, and more recently has been 
focusing on ring work. She is ready to finish your way. Indy has the 
scope and athleticism to be competitive in the jumper ring, cross 
country, or gaming. Indy has been lightly started over fences, and is 
showing incredible potential. Flying changes come naturally to Indy, 
and she already has auto changes most times.  
Because she is green, Indy is not suitable for a beginner or "timid" 
rider. Indy would excel with a youth or adult amateur working with a 
trainer. Or a trainer looking for a fun pony to bring along and 
compete!  
Currently priced in the low 4 figures, to increase with training. No 
leases. Barto, PA call, or text: Laura Nelson  207-710-8599 
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
2245 Mill Pond Road 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951 
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PCHA 
Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
 

Visit us on the web at  

www.pchacutting.com  
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Vice-President   Jack Werner 
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