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Ask me to show you 
poetry in motion, 

And I will show you 
a horse.  

Perform like you've never lost,  
Do all the best that you can;  
No need for wasting time,  
Show that you are the man. 
 

Discipline is all you need,  
Days of negligence are gone;  
Triumph tomorrow shall shine,  
Practice like you've never won.  

Practice like you've never won,  
In everything you do;  
Success isn't made overnight,  
Let it be well done by you. 
 Bernard F. Asuncion  

Winner of the Mercuria NCHA 
World Finals & the World 
Championship ($15,000 Amateur) 
Eric is a great example to our 
Youth of how far you can go if you 
put some effort into it! 
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Hello Fellow Cutters; 

As the fiscal year comes to an end I want 
to thank all who are members of PCHA as 
well as all who supported PCHA 
(members or not) through shows, 
advertising, sponsorships, work efforts, 
attending meetings, giving donations in 
some fashion etc..    The list of people 
who work for and support this 
association is long and you all help in 
many different ways.   Through your efforts PCHA will end the year in a good position which 
makes it a lot easier to plan and get things in order for next year and the next cutting season.   

By now you all should have your ballots for election of officers and directors for next year.   
Please don’t forget to send them in asap.   I think it’s very important and this is where you get 
to choose who represents you, the members, at directors meetings and who determines your 
next years schedule as well as many other items that come along through out the year   SO 
PLEASE VOTE!!!!!!! 

I’m sure everyone enjoys these newsletters as much as I do.    I want to thank Joanne Thayer 
and her helper Pankey Nelson for their efforts and the time they spend putting the 
newsletters together.   As you can see they continue to come up with new ideas and do a lot 
of research to put this newsletter together.   I can’t say it enough ----GREAT, GREAT ,GREAT 
JOB !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  THANKYOU   

This newsletter is the youth issue with focus on our youth.   As a Grandparent of an up and 
coming cutter, I can tell you there is a great sense of accomplishment and pride in watching 
these kids ride and show, and I love having them at the shows.   The youth bring a whole new 
uplifting element to the shows that just can’t be replaced by anything else.  Thanks to our 
youth members and everyone who supports them. 

And last, Robin and I can’t tell you enough how truly blessed we feel at having the 
opportunity to meet and spend time with all of you.   The east coast cutting community is an 
outstanding group of people and many of you have become close personal friends and we 
appreciate your support and love spending time with you every chance we get.   

I want to wish all of you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a blessed Holiday season as well as a 
SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.   

GOD bless each and every one of you 
and we hope to see you soon. 

Dave Phillips 

PCHA President 

Please email your submission 
to Pankey Nelson or Joanne 
Thayer for inclusion in the 
newsletters Original pictures 

and graphics only. Letters to the 

Editor must be signed, non-

slanderous, and in good taste. 

PCHA reserves the right to edit 

submissions. 

pankeysplace@gmail.com 

or  joanne.thayer@gmail.com 

President 
Dave Philips 
484-256-1233 

ICEDLP@comcast.net 

 
Vice President 

Jack Werner 
267-246-6511 

jcw@dejazzd.com 
 

Secretary 
Joanne Cote Thayer 

215-538-9397 
Joanne.Thayer@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Eric Schmoyer 
484-358-2023 



3 

http://www.diamondwoolpads.com/
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
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http://www.dibella.com/trailers
http://www.frankdibella.com/trailers
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As cutters we are competitors; but more than that PCHA is a family to me.      I 
can still remember the feeling of the first cow atop of the horse everyone knew, 
Mister Merada. Since age 14, we've celebrated everyone’s victories and 
consoled each other through great sorrows. It has truly been a blessing to grow 
up in the PCHA and I aspire to continue this association for everyone in years to 
come.  

I’m a 15 year old from Hamburg Pennsylvania, or as 
folks around here call it “where Cabela’s is.” My love for 
riding came from my parents who started me at a young 
age on our small horse farm.  

I started as a reiner and then was given the opportunity to 
cut cattle through contacts from my Aunt Chris who 
unfortunately lost a battle to cancer 4 years ago. She 
started the passion I now I have for cutting horses.  

As most of you know these hobbies take a lot of your time, time that my public school didn’t agree with. So as 
of this year I’m cyber schooled so I can work on my studies on my schedule through-out the day.  

Some other activities that I enjoy are deer hunting with my 
brother-in-law in the fall and skiing with my family in the 
winter. Last year I was fortunate enough to harvest my first 
deer which was an amazing experience.  

I’ll leave you with one of my favorite quotes: 
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I started riding about three years ago when I was thirteen. I never 
liked the sports my parents encouraged me to try. They 
recommended that I attempt horseback riding, and I immediately 
disagreed.  After a few days, we visited a Irish Creek Farms to test any 
positive connection I may sense towards riding. I brushed a horse 
named Hickory, one of the oldest horses in the bunch.  His nature 
was so gentle and friendly. I wanted to ride Hickory right away.  It 
went so well that I decided to take lessons with Amy Garber and 
quickly excelled in riding.  As the years passed, it came to that time 
where every rider wanted his own – a horse. A compromise with my 
parents resulted in my first job - working for Mark and Amy at Irish 
Creek, cleaning, feeding, and caring for 30 horses.  I met Santa Cruz 
Sandman, who Amy’s parents were planning to sell. One month later, Sandman became my first horse. Robin Phillips 
had a strong intuition that Sandman would be a perfect first riding horse for me.  She was absolutely right! Learning to 
ride horses has changed my life because I am more confident in myself and have developed perseverance.  It has also 
made me want to pursue a career in horses.  

Since Sandman was a cutting horse, I began to practice cutting. I practiced this skill with David and Robin Phillips.  After 
a few weeks of practice, I took part in my first cutting show.  I did not score any points that day but I understood the 
technique more clearly after observing many other seasoned riders participate.  At my second cutting show I won my 
first first place buckle in the 900 Rider class. I like cutting because it’s different than other western disciplines. It tests 
all of your riding skills which makes it so challenging. Also, working with both cows and a horse in the same arena 
makes it seem difficult, but very fun.  

I only started riding horses a few years ago. I honestly didn't 

even know the difference between a halter and bridle or a 

walk and a canter, but with some great coaching I soon learned enough to 

have the opportunity to try cutting.  This was a whole new and exciting 

world of riding for me and has been a great experience.  Through cutting I 

have met many friendly faces and have had the chance to travel and 

develop my skills.  I am thankful for this experience and all the support and advice I have had which has helped me in 

life as well as in the cutting pen.  In addition to cutting I also enjoy Autocross, sailing, kayaking and mountain biking.  I 

am looking forward to the coming show year and the experiences it will bring.  Cutting is a hobby I love and hopefully 

one I will be able to continue into adulthood.  
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Alexus Garber, now 12,  has been riding since she was 6 months old. She 
lives with her parents, Mark and Amy Garber, and her 7 year old brother, 
David, on their farm, Irish Creek Farm and Boarding Stables, in Mohrsville, 
PA.  She enjoys cutting on her Pop pop's horse, Style N Blue, aka James. This 
year she hopes to get more time on James in both practice and show. She is 
hoping to one day cut in a big show like Congress. 

Although she loves cutting, most of the riding Lexi does is on her barrel 
horse, Smart and Quick Gal, aka Kitty, who came to her as a finished reining 

horse.  Lexi takes pride in the training she has done with Kitty for barrel racing. Last year she finished 5th in the 4D 
Youth division at The Keystone Barrel Classic and she has qualified for the NRHA World show the last two years.   

Alexus enjoys learning from many different trainers and disciplines.  She learns a 
lot from her Pop pop, David Phillips, and his trainers in the cutting pen.  Her mom 
helps her with barrels and she likes to study her favorite barrel racer, Fallon 
Taylor.  She also spends a month every summer in Ohio, riding with her Aunt and 
Uncle, Laura and Robin Schoeller, of Robin Schoeller Reining Horses. 

This year Lexi is taking on a new project, joining the local beef 4H club, and will 
raise, show and sell a market steer.  While she doesn't have much free time, Lexi 
enjoys playing the hand bells at church and singing in the Schuylkill Valley Middle 
School Select Chorus. Lexi enjoys working with her family on her farm and 
helping with the lesson program. She's not sure what career she would like to 
pursue in her future but she is sure horses will be involved! 

Hello, my name is Jessie Minnich and I’m 16 years old and a 
junior in high school. Cutting has been a huge part of my life 
since I was about 11 or 12 and it’s shaped me for the person 
I am today. Showing cutting horses, and horses just in 
general, have taught many things that kids my age may not 
learn until they’re older. One major thing it has taught me is 

responsibility. It’s taught me the responsibility to get my horses ready every time I show 
and to clean them up afterward, no matter the outcome or how tired I am. Showing 
cutters has also made me learn to have good sportsmanship, no matter how good or bad I 
did in the pen.  Overall, cutting has been a great part of my life and it’s taught me many 
things that I wouldn’t have learned without it.   
Some of my other interests are photography and playing my guitar. 
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I started riding on an older POA pony who showed me how much fun it 
was and how good a friend a horse could be.  Although he is retired and 
I am now riding my Dad's old Arabian in Gymkanas and conditioning her 
for endurance, my pony is still my best  friend.   

Last year I helped my Mom and brother warm up horses at the cutting 
shows and am really looking forward to trying cutting on my Mom's 
horse next year. I think it is going to be super fun.   

Camping, boating and mountain biking are activities I enjoy with my 
family. I also enjoy showing my dogs in agility and have started scent 
work with them.  

Broadening My Horizons 

I started riding when I was about 8 years old and I spent the next 
7 years riding English. I loved it and it was a huge part of my life. I 
met many horses and made friendships with people that will last 
for the rest of my life. I always thought English would be the only 
kind of riding I loved, but then I was introduced to cutting. It’s a 
completely different style of riding than English, but it has 
become something that I love and enjoy. It has brought so many 
new horses and people into my life as well.  Not only that, but 
cutting brings a challenge into my life that I have never had 
before. It challenges me to change everything about my riding, it 
challenges me to let go, and trust my horse to do what it needs 
to do. Cutting has become a big part of my life and something I 
will carry with me for the rest of my life.  
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JC Cutting Horses 

Quality education for horse and rider, using classic training techniques combined 
with alternative therapy. Offering training in cutting, western and English styles. 
Buckle shows held on site. Some Medical Care also available:  

Critical and long term care for injured animals 
Rehabilitation using oxygen therapy, cold laser therapy & Bio Pulse therapy.  

Join us for a visit to the farm and watch equine athletes in action. 

Boyertown, PA    484.467.3789 
 

Sutliff Performance Horses 
A professional training venue with an atmosphere of camaraderie. Offering training, 
showing, lessons, sales, and farrier services.  
From colt starting to finished show horses, Sutliff Performance Horses can provide an 
important foundation for all your performance horse needs from cutters to dressage 
horses.  

New Ringgold, PA  484.955.1881 
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"8 Reasons to Quit a Cow" 

Quitting a cow is one of those crucial decisions you make at the spur of the moment when you show. This article is 
about helping you make good decisions about when it's time to do just that. 
 
Here are a few generalities regarding "good, mediocre and bad" cattle: 

 If your cow is “good” has she been maximized … that is, did you get all the credit-earning work out of her yet? 
A good cow faces your horse and goes back and forth for 15-30 feet at a medium speed in the middle of the 
arena. She has "feel" which means she stops and goes the other direction when you get into the correct 
position to stop her. The ideal cow never darts toward the turn back people, the herd holders, the back fence 
or the side walls of the arena. 

 If your cow is “mediocre," is she worth staying on for what you need to accomplish in your run as a whole? 
Typically this kind of cow wanders around a lot or stays out away from you. She's not that interested in you and 
your horse or even interested in getting back to the herd. She also might move at a rather slow speed so she 
doesn't give you a chance to earn credit. She's "safe" but not not run building. 

 If your cow is “bad,” is the only smart thing to do quit and get another cow? This could be a cow that doesn't 
move, doesn't respect your horse or who runs all over the arena. Normally, you need to quit that kind of cow 
immediately.  

 
Considering the broad categories of desirable and non-desirable cattle, here are eight reasons to consider quitting a 
cow.... 

1.)  She starts off well, but then darts hard towards one of the corners. The key word here isdarts. You can bet that 
the next time she comes back in the same direction, she will try even harder to get to the corner and/or return 
to the herd. That cow is no good. Do your best to stop her and quit working her as soon as possible. 

2.) She is numb. She stands there and your turn back helpers are yelling and slapping their chaps. She barely 
moves. Quit. 

3.)  She is crazo! Her tail goes up and maybe over her back. She is on a mission to goanywhere at jet speed and get 
by any horse she can. She might aim at the turn back horses or just run around wildly in the arena. If she is 
super wild and you keep working her, even if she’s not coming in your direction, chances are she’s going to turn 
on you sooner or later and come at you hard! Stop working her. 

4.)  She starts off like an ideal cow, but then starts moving in any direction out of the middle of the arena sweet 
spot. She may not be that bad, but chances are you’ve gotten all of the good stuff out of her and she’s not 
coming back to stage center. The choice to stay on her depending upon 
other factors, like how good or bad the cattle are as a group, how much 
time you worked your first cow, etc. 

5.)  She starts running from wall-to-wall. It’s time to quit. 
6.)  She starts trying to get through the turn back helpers. Thumbs down. 
7.)  She snorts at you! Quit ASAP. 
8.)  From the very beginning she has absolutely no interest in your horse. She 

wanders from one place to another … everywhere but in the vicinity of 
you and your horse. She may or may not be that “bad,” but without you 
and your horse being able to really affect her behavior and stop her, you 
won’t be able to earn a lot of credit while working her. Again, it’s your call 
whether to quit her or work her a little bit longer, depending on other 
factors. 

 
A great way to practice deciding when to quit is to watch cattle from the 
bleachers during other classes. As you watch, regardless of what the cutter does, 
decide when you think it is the best time to quit. 
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  Avoiding Common Causes of Horse Barn Injury 

Most injuries occur during a regular day's work. By being aware of risks involved in daily life around the barn and 
stable, you can prevent many accidents from happening and by doing so prevent injuries to both people and horses. 
Having a safe barn requires looking at safety with regard to both human and horse dangers. In general, confined spaces 
are problematic for horses. When you combine mutliple animals and people in a barn setting, the dangers rise 
exponentially. Taking your time to think about and plan for safety will result in less injury and reduced liability. 

equipment 
Tractors, three-wheelers and other transport vehicles are often 
used casually in the barn and farm setting ...A responsible 
owner will make sure everyone that uses machinery and 
equipment including transport vehicles uses common sense 
and is well versed in how the piece of equipment operates, how 
to keep all equipment in good repair, and the importance of 
making safety a priority at all times. 
 

Careful housekeeping prevents accidents 
 

Barnyard clutter  Many accidents occur when equipment is left where a horse or person can trip and 
fall.  Tripping over objects that have been left lying around or becoming impaled on a piece of wire or a pitch fork 
carelessly discarded on the floor or in an unexpected area can cause serious injury. 
One absolute rule in every barn should be to put all equipment back where it belongs as soon as it is no longer being 
used. ... Both humans and horses may get caught or hurt themselves on equipment, objects, or tack that is carelessly 
left in inappropriate places. 

Preventing horse and human falls  Many barn injuries are the result of falls or of slipping on wet surfaces. 
The most common barn injury, other than an injury inflicted by a horse, is a fall from the hay loft or another high 
place. Care should always be taken when climbing into or out of hay lofts, as well as when lowering bales of hay or 
other materials from high storage areas.  

Safe hay storage 
Store only fully-dried hay in a structure that is built to prevent moisture from entering it. If at all possible, hay should 
be stored in a separate structure rather than in the barn where horses are kept. Keep hay away from heating and 
electrical sources. Install handrails and railings around hay storage areas. Make sure all ladders are of good, strong 
construction, properly installed and properly used. Large, round bales tend to contain mold spores especially when 
stored inside. Use caution and wear respiratory equipment if necessary when feeding horses or tearing bales apart to 
avoid lung and respiratory damage. 

This article is excerpted from http://equimed.com/health-centers/healthy-barn/articles/avoiding-barn-related-injuries 

Tractor tragedies 
Tractor overturns are a 
leading cause of death for 
farmers and farm workers. 
Roll bars and seat belts are 
99% effective in preventing 
rollover deaths, while the roll 
bar alone prevents more than 
70%, researchers say. 

Electrocution hazards 

This is an area where the horse owner should rely on a licensed contractor following "best-practices" in 
barn wiring.  Electrical cords, outlets, water heaters, and all things electrical can lead to severe shocks, 
especially when used around water.  
 To prevent shocks to both horses and people, make sure that all electrical cords, outlets, water 

heaters and other electrical equipment are: 
  well-grounded  
 and kept in good repair. A frayed cord can easily shock a horse or 

human if allowed to come in contact with water.  
 Make sure that all electrical equipment is UL approved and all outlets are GFCI protected to be 

safe to use around water.  
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Circle and turn in or Vote via:  

Joanne.Thayer @gmail.com   or  

pankeysplace@gmail.com or 

Call or text 207-590-1034 
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