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We hope you find this issue helpful in ensuring you have the right equipment to keep 

you & yours safe! It has been quite an education and adventure doing the research 

for these towing articles!                ~ Joanne Thayer 
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PCHA Shows  Shartlesville, PA 

Banquet May 4 & Show May 5 & 6 
Reserve your banquet spot by April 25th 

Call Jim 215-645-4285 

June 9 & 10 
Sept 8 & 9 

NCHA Convention  June 2 & 3 
Other Shows  

April 21 & 22 Doswell, VA 
note: the April 28 WVa show was canceled 

June 2 Challenger Boyertown, PA 

June 16 & 17 Doswell, VA 
June 30 & July 1 NCHA weekend at Alfred College, NY 

July 7 & 8 Elkin, WVa 
July 14 Challenger Boyertown, PA 

Sept 22 Challenger Boyertown, PA 

Sept 22 & 23 Johnsons 
Oct 20 & 21 Doswell, VA 

Possibly: Nov 3 & 4 Johnsons (same weekend as Shelbyville) 
 

CLINIC Oct 27, 28 & 29 Max 20 Riders 
Barbra Schulte/Sandy Collier  

at Harmony Hollow Run Farm, near Lambertville, NJ.   

 

http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
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The first and foremost concern about hauling horses is being safe on the road. Accidents 
happen all too frequently, usually because of an inadequate tow vehicle or an unsatisfactory hitch. 

When you are on the road with your trailer, you not only have the responsibility to your horse to keep him safe, you also have the 
responsibility to yourself, whoever is riding with you, and to all the other drivers out there on the road. 

You certainly don't want to be responsible for causing an accident that may result in injury or death to someone else. By making 
the right choices, you can maximize your chances to be safe. 

Steps to take to ensure your tow vehicle best suits your needs:  

 Know how much your trailer weighs when fully loaded. The number on the sticker on the trailer is the GVWR, (Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating) or the manufacturers recommended capacity of the trailer including the weight of the trailer itself and any 
thing being hauled in it. The trailer should never be loaded past that recommended capacity. 

 When you choose the tow vehicle, the easiest and best way is to just use the GVWR of the trailer because you know the trailer 
will not ever weigh more than that amount unless you overload it. This also gives you the safety margin you need to haul the 
live shifting weight of horses. 

Hauling with a vehicle that is inadequate will put extra wear and tear on the engine and the drive train and will shorten the life of 
your vehicle. You also won't have the maneuverability on the road in case you need to make a quick stop or get out of the way of 
another car coming at you. You could lose control of the trailer because your trailer can become the tail wagging the dog. 

 The tow vehicle you choose must have enough power and substance to carry the extra load and to perform at its maximum 
capacity.  

 It has to be in good running condition.  

 It must have a functioning brake controller, sometimes called “horse float brakes.” Standard brakes are not enough. 

 Depending upon the trailer you'll be towing, it doesn't particularly have to be a full sized truck, but if you want to downsize, 
it's extremely important to keep within the tow capacity of the vehicle and to have the proper hitch. 

 All vehicles are not created equally even though they may look the same. Several different vehicles of the same manufacturer 
may look exactly alike, but they can all have different towing capacities.  

 Towing capacity is determined primarily by the engine size, the axle ratio, and the transmission. Every manufacturer publishes 
a vehicle tow guide that can be obtained at any dealership. Insist on seeing this information before you buy your vehicle.  

 Don't take the word of a salesman without seeing it in print. This information should also be on the manufacturer’s website. 

Neva Scheve is a recognized authority on horse trailer safety and author of, "The Complete Guide to Buying, Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer." You can learn more about trailer safety at EquiSpirit Horse Trailers. 

Wheelbase is the distance from the centre of the front 
axle to that of the rear axle. For a towing vehicle, this 
should be no less than 114 inches (290 centimeters).  

The wheelbase affects the stability of the 
combination; too short and the trailer can easily 
“steer” the truck, even in very moderate conditions.  

from: https://www.horsejournals.com/acreages-stables/transport-
equipment/choosing-tow-vehicle-your-horse-trailer  

https://www.horsejournals.com/acreages-stables/transport-equipment/choosing-tow-vehicle-your-horse-trailer
https://www.horsejournals.com/acreages-stables/transport-equipment/choosing-tow-vehicle-your-horse-trailer
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The hitch is your lifeline connecting your trailer to your vehicle. A gooseneck 
hitch is pretty straightforward. There isn't too much that can go wrong installing 
the gooseneck hitch. It's obvious a gooseneck trailer must be towed by a full 
sized truck. This type of hitch is installed in the bed of the truck. Have any sort of 
hitch professionally installed.  

A properly hitched two horse tag-along trailer is as safe as a gooseneck trailer. 
Tag-along trailers have a rather bad reputation because there are so many ways 
a tag-along can be hitched and it's easy to make a mistake. For more than 
two horse trailer a gooseneck is a much better choice. 

 Never hitch a tag-along horse trailer to the bumper. Most bumpers are not 
rated to the capacity for a horse trailer and they are not adjustable. Usually the trailer hauls too high or too low, and it is 
absolutely mandatory that the horse trailer be level. A trailer that isn't level adds stress to the horses because they are always 
fighting for balance and the trailer will not have equal weight on both axles. This can cause swaying and uneven tire wear. A 
trailer that is too high in front will not have enough tongue weight to keep the trailer stable and one that is too low will add 
too much tongue weight to the rear axle of the vehicle. 

 You should always have a frame mounted equalizer hitch with a slide in ball mount. 

 This is called a Class III or Class IV hitch depending on the weight rating. There is now a Class V hitch. There are two ratings 
stamped on every hitch: 

• The weight carrying rating which tells you the capacity of the hitch without weight distribution bars attached. 

• The second rating is the weight distribution rating which is usually about twice the weight carrying rating. In order for 
this rating to be effective, the weight distribution bars must be attached. 

 Any weight carrying hitch that does not meet the capacity of the GVWR of the trailer being towed must have the weight 
distribution bars to increase the rating .Vehicles with a shorter wheelbase should always have weight distribution bars. These 
bars make the combination perform like one unit and they keep the front end of the vehicle on the road. Too much weight on 
the rear axle of the tow vehicle will lift the front end to unload the front axle and cause instability. 

 All parts of the hitch, including the ball and slide in ball mount must equal or exceed the rating of the hitch.  
The Spruce: Safety on the Road - Truck Hitches for Horse Trailers. By Neva Kittrell Scheve. Updated 04-04-2017 

 Towing Capacity: can it handle the load you need? 

 Curb Weight (fueled but not loaded): generally, the heavier the 
vehicle, the better it can control the trailer. 

 Wheelbase: crucial to maneuverability and stability 

 Drive System: Because of weight distribution while towing, front-
wheel drive cannot handle towing as well as four-wheel, all-
wheel, or rear-wheel drive systems. 

 Transmission: as hard as it can be to find a manual transmission, 
they do have several advantages over automatics in rough 
weather and on steep terrain. 

 Chassis: body-on frame design provides more capacity and 
stability while towing than the unibody often found in SUVs 

 Tow packages, which include beefed-up suspension and brakes, 
a larger radiator and a more powerful transmission. 
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Before you go out on the road with a horse in tow, be familiar and confident with all aspects of your truck and trailer. 
If you are a first-time driver, practice driving the combination before you ever put a horse in it. Backing a trailer can seem 
intimidating, but it really isn't too hard if you know the secret. Put your hand on the bottom of the steering wheel and turn it in the 
direction you want the back of the trailer to go. 
If you want the trailer to move sharply, turn the wheel before you move the vehicle. If you want to turn more gradually, turn the 
wheel as the vehicle is moving. 
This works for either a gooseneck or a tag-a-long trailer. A tag-a-long with a long tongue is easier to back than a trailer with a short 
tongue. A tag-a-long trailer that has a dressing room is also easier to back than a trailer without one. 
If you are only hauling one horse, put him on the driver's side. If you are hauling more than one horse, put the heavier one on the 
driver's side. Roads are usually crowned higher in the middle so putting the heavier load on this side will help balance the trailer. 
If you have a friend with you, and you really should not haul alone, familiarize him/her with you rig. If you should become 
incapacitated, for some reason, your friend may have to take over. 
Before you leave for a trip, take the time to check over the rig. 

 Check the tow vehicle. 

 Check and replenish engine fluid levels and wiper fluid. Towing puts extra stress on the radiator, brakes, and transmission, so 
make sure everything if in top working order. 

 Make sure the ball on the tow vehicle is the correct size for the trailer. 

 Check tire pressure in the tires on the tow vehicle and the trailer. Improper tire pressure is one of the most common reasons 
for trailer sway. 

 Check lug nuts on the wheels. Wheel nuts and bolts should be torqued before first road use on a new trailer and after each 
wheel removal. Check and retorque after the first 10 miles, 25 miles, and again at 50 miles. 

 Check the inside of the trailer for bees and wasp nests. 

 Check over your hitch, coupler, breakaway brake battery, and safety chains. Make sure all lights and the brakes are working 
properly before you load the horses. 

 When the horses are loaded make sure all doors are latched properly, and horses are tied. 

 Drive down the driveway and before you drive onto the road, get out and check your hitch assembly again. Take a look at the 
horses too, to make sure they're good to go. 

 If you happen to stop somewhere where the rig has been left unattended, check everything all over again. Someone may have 
been tampering with the trailer or the horses. 

Driving a horse trailer requires some special precautions. The extra weight will make stopping and starting distances longer, and 
you will not be able to accelerate as quickly as if you did not have the trailer, especially if you have a downsized vehicle. So drive at 
least 5 miles under the speed limit and stay a good distance from the vehicle in front of you. 

 Change lanes gradually and always use your turn signals. 

 Use a lower gear when traveling up or down steep grades. On long grades, downshift the transmission and slow to 45 mph or 
less to reduce the possibility of overheating. 

 Always consider the horses in the trailer. Give them time to prepare for stops. Don't accelerate quickly, and make sure the 
trailer has cleared the turn, straightened out, and the horses have regained their balance before you return to normal speed. 
Travel over bumpy roads carefully. 

 If you hear or feel anything that isn't normal, stop and check it out. 

 Carry an automobile emergency kit with you and an emergency kit for the horses. A human emergency first-aid kit is also a 
good idea. 

 Carry a cell phone or CB. 
There is an emergency road service available called US Rider for people who are hauling horses. A membership can give you some 
peace of mind. 
Remember that if you have an accident, and you become incapacitated for one reason or another, the emergency personnel and 
police will most likely not have a clue how to handle your horses. In a visible place in your tow vehicle and/or trailer, put a list of 
emergency numbers for them to call - your veterinarian, friends, or family members who would be able to help make decisions 
about your horses. 
Whether you are traveling one mile or 500 miles, once you leave your driveway you are at risk. By taking these precautions you 
have increased your chances to have a safe and enjoyable trip with your horse. 

The Spruce: Safety on the Road - Horse Trailer Hauling Tips. By Neva Kittrell Scheve.   Updated 04-04-2017 
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We’ve all heard about the dangers related to gastrointestinal equine 
parasites along with the many myths associated with horse deworming. It 
can be a little confusing and sometimes overwhelming to completely 
understand the impact of intestinal worms, the most common of equine 
diseases, so we put together this FAQ to help you better understand the 
importance of horse wormers, like Strongid C and Panacur PowerPacs, and 
better plan an effective worming schedule. 

How does a horse get worms? Pastures become contaminated with the eggs and larvae or parasitic worms through the manure of 
an infected horse’s manure which then mixes in the grass of the pasture. As your horse grazes, the eggs and larvae are ingested. A 
pasture can stay infected for a considerable amount of time so always keep the threat of horse worms in mind. 
How do I know if a horse has worms? Common signs of parasite infection in both younger and older horses include Lethargy, Loss 
of weight, Loss of condition, Diarrhea, Colic, Lack of appetite, Dull coat. The best method for confirming whether or not a horse has 
worms is to have your vet perform a fecal egg count and blood test. These tests confirm the species of parasite; provide an idea of 
how many adult worms are in the intestine; and give an estimate on how badly your pasture is infested. The blood test measures 
chemicals in the blood produced by inflammatory responses to the migration of the larvae. 
What parasites can affect a horse? The four most common types of internal parasites are Strongyles, Ascarids, Tapeworms and 
Bots. Each species of parasite affects a horse in its own way.  

 Strongyles (blood or red worms) – Three different species – S. vulgaris (up to 25mm), S. edentatus (up to 40mm) and S. 
equinus (up to 50mm). Strongyle infection occurs by ingestion of the larvae. The S. vulgaris can cause damage in the cranial 
mesenteric artery, eventually causing colic, gangrenous enteritis, or intestinal stasis and possibly rupture. The other two 
species are active blood feeders that can lead to anemia, weakness, emaciation and diarrhea.  

 Ascarids (roundworms) – The larva of this nasty worm start its growth in the small intestine and then migrate through the 
liver, the lungs and, finally, the pharynx or throat where it gets swallowed again. The worm returns to the small intestine to 
mature and reproduce. A heavy infection can trigger weight loss, stunt the young horse’s growth, give a rough hair coat and/or 
pot-bellied appearance, and cause lethargy and/or colic.  

 Tapeworms – Forage mites in the grass eat tapeworm eggs, the horse ingests the forage mites during grazing. The larvae in the 
gut develop into maturity and adhere themselves to the gut wall at the ileo-caecal junction, increasing the risk of intestinal 
obstruction or rupture due to inflammation at the attached site.  

 Bots – Adult flies lay yellow-colored eggs to the horse’s forelegs, chest and shoulders. As the horse grooms itself, the horse’s 
saliva releases the egg adhesive and the larvae then enter the mouth. Once ingested, the larvae travel and attach to the lining 
of the stomach where it causes irritation, digestive issues and obstruction. After 8-10 months, the larvae are passed in the 
feces and then burrow into the ground to pupate. They surface from the ground as adult flies and repeat the cycle.  

Is there a way to manage worms? There are generally three steps for effective parasite control. Always refer to a vet for the most 
effective program for your particular horse. 

 Managing the pastures – Remove and dispose of feces in the pasture at least twice a week to reduce the population of 
eggs and larvae. Mowing and harrowing pastures helps, as do resting pastures for part of the year, keeping number of 
horses per acre to a minimum, and using a hay rack instead of feeding from the ground. 

 Monitoring fecal egg counts – Help diagnose the parasites and determine the effectiveness of your worming program. 

 De-Worming reduces the chance of re-infection by decreasing the number of larvae in the feces and, in turn, the pasture. 
How often should a horse be de-wormed? Traditionally, veterinarians recommend de-worming your horse every two months. 
Here are some factors to consider when determining which de-wormer to use: 

 Your horse’s age 

 Fecal egg count reduction test by your vet 

 Only use the drugs necessary to kill the worms detected in the test, to avoid a resistance developing in the worms. 

 Use the weather and climate to your benefit. Here in PA, we shouldn’t need to de-worm from about October to March, 
assuming our summer de-worming schedule has been sufficient. 

 Be sure to follow dosage directions. If your horse does not consume the entire suggested dosage, you’re under dosing 
him, which is less effective on the parasites 

If you have any questions on designing a horse worming schedule, please contact your veterinarian. 
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