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Well, I hope everyone has gotten a chance to get on their horses for some 
riding with those beautiful spring-like days we’ve had  I know I enjoyed 
them, but I fear that winter has not left us yet.  Unfortunately we probably 
should not put away those snow shovels yet.  But it has been a nice taste of 
the spring weather that is right around the corner and should be here in 
time for our first shows.   
I would like to thank everyone who came out and helped at the Horse 
Expo.  We had a great turnout with lots of people stopping by our booth.       
I would especially like to thank Dave Phillips for all his support and 
organizing of the event. 
I'm looking forward to being in the pen again and hope to see everyone at 
our April Challenger Series (April 15th - Open Gate Farm), and our first PCHA 
show May 5th and 6th at Mt. Springs Arena.  The April show flyer is included 
with this newsletter, May will be in the next newsletter, and both are 
already on our website (on the newsletter page!)  

As always if you have any questions or suggestions just 
give me a call. 
Best Regards, 
Andy Sutliff 
PCHA President 

Please email your submission to  

Pankey Nelson or Joanne Thayer  

for inclusion in the newsletters  
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President 
Andy Sutliff 
484-955-1881 

sut459@aol.com 

 
Vice President 

Jack Werner 
267-246-6511 

jcw@dejazzd.com 
 

Secretary 
Joanne Cote Thayer 

215-538-9397 
Joanne.Thayer@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Karla Maynes 
215-643-4285 

karla@buckscountysaddlery.com 

 
 
 
 

Board Members: 
 

Destini Benson 
Shelly Casciato 

Joe Costa 
John Costa 

Robin McNichol 
Karlene Minnich 

Jon Munly 
Bill Stein 

 



PCHA Newsletter March 2017   page 3 

Continuing with highlights some of the advances in equine 

medicine, we’ll take a look at eye care: 

University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine posted 

“New Approach for Treating Corneal Ulcers in Animals” last 

May. Corneal ulcers are most often caused by trauma, and 

can be painful, and patients respond to the pain by rubbing 

their eyes, ultimately making the ulcer larger and deeper. 

Left untreated, an ulcer may get infected and progress to 

blindness. In severe cases the entire eye may need to be 

removed. Dr Martins has been investigating a new 

treatment using amniotic tissue in the healing of ulcers. The amniotic membrane can be safely taken after the normal 

delivery of a foal, using tissue that is normally discarded. Surgically grafting amniotic membrane results in much less 

scarring than conjunctival grafts, as well as a more transparent cornea. Dr. Martins’ newest research involves a 

liquefied amniotic tissue meant to be used topically as an eye drop, and is also showing prominent results. 

The university’s article “Eye Tissue Bank to Help Horses, Dogs” discusses Dr. Martins’ 

program for corneal transplants. Owners who need to euthanize their horse or dog at the 

university hospital have the option of donating the cornea, which will be cryopreserved 

until needed.  Unlike the live tissue transplants used for humans, this tissue was frozen 

cryogenically, and will be opaque. The transplant restores structure of the eye when part of 

the cornea must be removed because of disease or injury. “We define a positive outcome 

as a restoration of the corneal integrity. An opaque graft in a comfortable but non-visual 

eye is still considered successful,” says Dr. Martins. “Although all corneal transplants in 

animals vascularize and become opaque, they are associated with high success rates and 

good visual outcomes.” 

PCHA: 
May 5-6th       Mountain Springs, Shartlesville Pa 
June 10-11th - Rainbow Run, New Jersey 
Sept 9-10th - Mountain Springs, Shartlesville, PA 
 

Open Gate Challenger Series  
(PCHA Affiliate Approved): 
April 15th- Saturday 
July 9th - Sunday 
Nov 5th - Sunday 

Additional Show Dates:  
April 8-9th  Doswell Va (Just north of Richmond) 
April 22-23rd W VA - Jim Johnson 
May 13-14 - Doswell Va 
June 17-18 - Doswell Va 
Swpt 23-24th - W Va 
Oct - Congress in Ohio 
Oct 21-22nd Doswell Va 

Let us know of any additional dates and we’ll include them in the newsletter! 



PCHA Newsletter March 2017   page 4 

1. Wilted leaves of the Red Maple: common signs include anorexia, pale 

mucous membranes, red to brown urine and increased respiratory rate and 

recumbency.  

2. Oak tree poisoning most often occurs in cows and calves. Early and 

aggressive treatment in ruminants is imperative, and may include a 

rumenotomy to remove mass amounts of acorns. In horses, the toxins 

primarily affect the gastrointestinal trace, causing anorexia, colic, bloody 

diarrhea and, less commonly, kidney damage.  

3. Box Elder: Significant necrosis of the respiratory and postural muscles 

occurs. Weakness and reluctance to move, possibly fine muscle tremors. The 

respiratory rate is rapid, and breathing is difficult by 48 hours after ingestion. 

There is no treatment. Keep horses away from Box Elder trees. 

4. Chokeberry: The most common clinical sign is sudden death minutes to 

hours after ingestion. Most often animals are found dead, but tremors and 

twitching progressing to prolonged seizures and death have been observed. 

The antidote is rarely used because of the rapid onset of intoxication. 

5. Black Walnut: Shavings made from black walnut wood and used as bedding 

for horses are considered poisonous. Stocking up and early signs of laminitis 

appear within 24 hours of exposure. Generally reversible if the horse is 

removed from the bedding at this point. 

DVM360 interactive feature of Oct 14, 2016 

1. Bracken Fern 

2. Hemlock 

3. Tansy Ragwort 

4. Johnsongrass/Sudan grass 

5. Locoweed 

6. Oleander 

7. Red Maple Trees 

8. Water Hemlock 

9. Yellow Star Thistle/Russian  

Knapweed 

10. Yew 

Equusmagazine.com “10 Most 

Poisonous Plants for Horses” 

Loss of Appetite 

Lack of Coordination 

Lameness or Gait Irregularities 

Diarrhea 

Labored or Irregular Breathing 

Muscle Twitching 

Discolored Urine 

Excessive Salivation 

Excessive Thirst 

Jaundice 

Blindness 

Pupil Dilation 

Colic 

Swelling around Face/Eyes/Neck 

A poison is a substance that irritates, damages body tissue or alters the 

metabolism. Because horses are trickle feeders and graze for the majority of 

the time they are awake, on rare occasions they can eat something poisonous. 

In any case of suspected poisoning, call your veterinarian at once.   

If you think your horse has been poisoned, there are a couple of things you can 

do: 

 Call your veterinarian 

 If the poison entered through the skin, rinse continually with water. So not 

use soaps or detergents as this can speed up the rate at which the poison is 

absorbed. 

 If possible, identify the source and type of poison. Specific antidotes are 

available for some poisons. 

 Increased blood flow will help the poison spread throughout the horse’s 

system, so keep him or her calm and quiet. 

 Did you remember to call your vet? 
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Our first series this year deals with the horses themselves: what 
characteristics, traits, tendencies and training a horse needs in order to 
thrive in a cutting environment.  

The following is from an article by Charlene Strickland for 
TheHorse.com dated October 1, 2001. We have cut the article into four 
installments, and will share them with you in our newsletters this year. 

One on one, horse meets heifer. The cutting horse matches wits with a cow, and a champion maintains 100 percent 
control of the wily critter. 

Like reining, cutting is a sport that developed on the ranch. Cowhands valued the cutting horse as a mount that could 
separate individual animals from the herd. In the show arena today, cutting is a drama unique to equestrian 
competition. Rules allow the rider a period of 2 1/2 minutes to demonstrate the skill of the horse. 

The cutting horse's dance of mastery over a cow is a beautiful thing to watch, but hard on the horse's body. 

The rider tells the horse which cow to separate from the herd, then he drops the reins. Working on completely loose 
reins, the horse takes control of the cow the rider has picked. The horse has to be smart and athletically able enough to 
keep the cow in the middle of the pen, away from the herd. The horse defeats the cow's every attempt to rejoin the 
herd, until the rider picks up the reins to signal "Quit this cow." The horse then repeats the action with one or two 
more cows, as time permits. 

The sport's premier event is the National Cutting Horse Association (NCHA) World Championship Futurity, held before 
Christmas in Fort Worth, Texas. Only 3-year-olds may enter, and they may not have competed before. The NCHA 
Futurity offers a purse of over $2 million, with more than 1,000 horses competing. 

Fancy Footwork 

Cutting tests the horse's agility beginning with the cutting horse walking quietly through the herd and maneuvering a 
single animal away from the others. When the cow tries to get away, back to the herd, the horse blocks the cow's path. 
With fast turns and hard stops, he mirrors every move the cow makes. His goal is to outmaneuver the cow into giving 
up and standing still. 

The horse moves just enough to control the cow. His movements appear effortless as he works on his own, with no 
apparent guidance from the rider. Good riders are an asset, as with leg and seat they guide the horse. In the ultimate 
showdown, the cutting horse dares the bovine competitor to run, but keeps it in a standoff. 

To keep up with the cow, he makes huge physical efforts. Jerry Black, DVM, a practitioner and cutting horse rider from 
Oakdale, Calif., explains that while matching the cow's changes of direction, "The cutting horse initiates a deep stop 
and begins a 180-degree turn while he's stopping. He turns and pushes forward at the same time, with a tremendous 
amount of power." 

The horse might pivot on an inside hind foot that's firmly planted during the rapid motion of the pirouette. Black points 
out that the inside leg will be stationary, but the horse has to push out of the turn with the outside leg, which does the 
hard work. The outside leg takes the brunt of the force of propulsion out of the stop. 

Cutting horses work in deep footing, possibly the deepest cushion of any equine discipline. "It's because of the amount 
of push the horse does in the stop," Black explains. "If he didn't have deep footing, he'd slide all over. He has to 
maintain the ground." 

Black points out that often the entire back portion of the horse's hind cannon and hock are in the ground. The deep 
footing of the arena surface also provides a buffer, preventing injury from the horse scraping his legs in the dirt. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Award-winning writer Charlene Strickland lives in Bosque Farms, N.M. She has published 8 books 
and over 600 magazine articles, and is a member of the International Alliance of Equestrian Journalists. 



PCHA Newsletter March 2017   page 6 

 

JC Cutting Horses 
Quality education for horse and rider, using classic 
training techniques combined with alternative 
therapy. Offering training in cutting, western and 
English styles. Buckle shows held on site. 
 

Some Medical Care also available:  
Critical and long term care for injured animals 
Rehabilitation using oxygen therapy, cold laser therapy and Bio 
Pulse therapy.  

Join us for a visit to the farm and watch equine athletes in action.

 Boyertown, PA    484.467.3789 
 

Sutliff Performance 
Horses 
A professional training venue with an 
atmosphere of camaraderie. Offering 
training, showing, lessons, sales, and farrier 
services.  

 

From colt starting to finished show horses, Sutliff Performance Horses 
can provide an important foundation for all your performance horse 
needs from cutters to dressage horses.  

 New Ringgold, PA  484.955.1881 
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http://www.diamondwoolpads.com/
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.vet.utk.edu/vhms/centers.html
http://www.cuttinghorsecentral.com/
http://www.dibella.com/trailers
http://www.frankdibella.com/trailers
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association 
2245 Mill Pond Road 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951 
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www.pchacutting.com  
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Poison Prevention Week 
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